Running Head: INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW                                                   1

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAWS                                                                          4







International Humanitarian Law
Name
Institutional Affiliation
Date








International Humanitarian Law
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) is a set of laws that seek to protect people during wars. It protects those who are no longer participating in the war. The IHL restricts the use of violence on civilians who have surrendered and the injured (Alexander, 2015). During the war, many people lose their lives, others are maimed, and in many cases, people have to flee from their homes. War can be within a state or between two countries or more. During these wars, civilians live in fear, and many are the times they do not have food or a place to live. Organizations such as Red Cross help such people with food, water, and other basic needs that the people will need. The IHL protects the innocent and the injured from further harm. However, if a nation does not have any enacted laws that protect civilians, these people end up killed or maimed during wars even after surrendering. In countries that do not have any laws to protect the innocent, the IHL may not be followed. In such nations, people end up killing one another even after some have surrendered. 
Countries with no laws to protect people during the war will not follow the IHL. Not following the IHL laws will result in more chaos and more agony for the people. External laws are laws that are independent of the internal laws of a country. These are laws enacted by people who are not influenced by the politics of any nation. These laws can be used during wars to protect the innocent. External laws can be created by bodies such as the UN, which helps civilians during a battle (Rutherford, 2015). These laws can save civilians from suffering once they have surrendered.
Internal governance can also cause a problem during the war. Some governments state that their sovereignty should be respected even during war (Bartels, 2018).Sovereignty, in this case, could mean that the nation does not need any help to solve the conflict. Such governance does not follow international humanitarian law. Additionally, in a country where the government is unstable, the International Humanitarian Laws will not be followed. A nation without a stable government will find it difficult to follow the international humanitarian laws since it lacks leaders to lead the people. An example is the Somalia government. When the war began in Somalia, the government was unstable, and so many people died. Due to poor governance, many people are killed, others flee their homes, and women are raped.  In such an unstable country, it would be impossible to implement the International Humanitarian laws.
Additionally, in Syria, which has been in war since 2011, the international humanitarian laws are not followed. Doctors, civilians, hospitals are attacked, which is contrary to the IHL (Alexander, 2015). Anyone who helps injured people from the conflicting side faces the risk of death. In some parts of Syria, there are no doctors, hospitals, or moving vehicles, this has caused civilians immeasurable suffering.
The civilians from warring nations are forced to flee to other countries. In Syria, for example, these people flee to Turkey, Jordan, and Lebanon. These nations protect people from the conflicts they face in their nations (Broom& Sha, 2013). While in these nations, the refugees face many challenges from limited spaces, lack of food, poverty, sanitation problems, which have caused diseases such as polio. These nations have helped refugees find safety by providing them with a place to call home and some basic needs. Organizations such as UNICEF and UNHCR have also played the part of offering refugees with humanitarian aid such as money to buy drugs, tents, blankets, winter clothes, and many more. These organizations see to it that the refugees' suffering ends while they are in exile. The nations and the organizations that help refugees provide them with the humanitarian help they lacked in their countries. 
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